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Amendments to tb^ Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : ! 
Claims 1-63 (Cancelled) 

64. A process foj- cultivating Morchella sclerotia using mycelium and a tree seedling, the process 

j 

comprising the stepg of: 

inoculating a root system of the tree seedling with the mycelium to produce an 
inoculated tree seedling; 

distressing a shoot system of the inoculated tree seedling, said step of distressing the 
shoot system causing at least a portion of the root system to dye and stimulating the formation 
of sclerotia fpm the mycelium in the dying root system; and 

harvesting the sclerotia by removing the sclerotia prior to the formation of an ascocarp. 

65. The process of claim 64 further comprising the step of cultivating the mycelium by the steps of: 

introducing spores onto a culture medium; and 

inculjating the spores until the spores produce the mycelium. 

66. The process of claim 65 wherein said step of inoculating the root system with the mycelium 
comprises: 

introducing the root system of the tree seedling into the culture medium; and 
incubating the culture medium until the mycelium has inoculated the root system. 
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67. The process Af claim 65 wherein said step of inoculating the root system with the mycelium 
comprises; 

adding a planting medium on top of the culrure medium; 
placing at least one tree seed on top of the planting medium; 
germinating the tree seed into the tree seedling; and 

growing the tree seedling until the root system is inoculated with the mycelium, 

68. The process pf claim 64 further comprising the step of cultivating the mycelium by the steps of: 

introducing a plurality of spores into a container of culture medium; 
placing the container of culture medium in a planting medium; 

covering the culture medium and the planting medium with a germinating medium; and 
incubating the spores until the spores produce the mycelium. 

69. The process of claim 68 wherein said step of inoculating the root system with the mycelium 
comprises: 

placing at least one tree seed in the germinating medium; 
germinating the tree seed into the tree seedling; and 

growing the tree seedling until the root system is inoculated with the mycelium. 

70. The process of claim 64 wherein said step of inoculating the root system comprises: 

introducing spores onto a culture medium; 
introducing a tree seed into a planting medium; 

Page 3 of 6 

INIMAN2 9!407fivl 

PAGE 4(7* RCVD AT 1/512005 2:49:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3* DNtS:8729306 • CSID:31 72371000 2" DURATION (mm-ss):02-00 


.JAN.-05-05 14:53 From:5AKER £ DANIELS-1NDPLS. 3172371000-2 T-570 P. 05/5? Job-429 

7 BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

Appl.No. 10/603,525 ' 

Proposed Amdr. dated January 5, 2005 

simultaneously incubating the spares and the tree seed until the spores produce the 
mycelium an# the tree seed germinates into the tree seedling; 
placing the tree seedling on the culture medium; and 

incubating the culture medium until the mycelium has inoculated the root system. 

7 1 . The process pf claim 64 wherein said step of inoculating the root system with the mycelium 
comprises injecting the mycelium into the tree seedling* 

72. The process pf claim 64 wherein said step of inoculating the root system with the mycelium 
comprises grafting apportion of an inoculated tree seedling onto the tree seedling. 

73. The process pf claim 64 wherein said step of inoculating the root system with the mycelium 
comprises growing pe tree seedling in close proximity to an inoculated tree. 

74. The process pf claim 64 further comprising the step of growing the inoculated tree seedling for 
at least one growing, season. 

75. The process pf claim 64 wherein said step of distressing a shoot system comprises severing the 
shoot system from tfee root system. 

76. The process pf claim 64 wherein said step of distressing a shoot system comprises defoliating 
the tree. 
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77. The process of claim 64 wherein the shoot system of the tree seedling comprises leaves and 
said step of distressing a shoot system comprises smothering the leaves. 

78. The process of claim 64 where in distressing the shoot system of the tree seedling comprises 
allowing sclerotia to; develop for at least one growing season after distressing the shoot system- 


Page 5 of 6 

INIMAN2 0!4078vl 

PAGE 6/7 * RCVD AT 11512005 2:49:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3172371000 2 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-00 


This Page is Inserted bylFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 
EVES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHDMT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

\ 

□ OTHER: . 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



